© IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES ÈS- 


The first principle: Being blessed is not 
inherited. Allaah, the Most High said: 
And We blessed him and Isaac. But 
among their descendants is the doer of 
good and the clearly unjust to himself. 
(87:113) ie. He placed barakah in 
Ibraaheem “alaiyhis salaam and his children 
while from his and Ishaaq's descendants, 
are believers and disbelievers 

The second principle: The prophets 
Calaiyhimus salaam are the best of 
mankind. No one has achieved their 
eminence, no matter how high a status 
they possess. So, whoever claim that the 
saints are like prophets has indeed made 
a grave mistake and degraded the status 
of the prophets “alaiyhimus salaam. They 
have likened others to them, even if it is 
just from this one angle. Thus, it is not 
allowed to seek barakah (blessings) from 
that which comes from the physical self 
(of any saint) like their spit, sweat, etc. 
This is only permissible for the prophets 
“alaiyhimus salaam. 


The third principle: Whatever the 
sahabahs (companions) did whilst 
seeking blessings through the prophet 
sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, was only 
from his noble body and whatever came 
from him like his saliva, his hair and the 
like. Additionally, it is not reported that 
any of them went to the places he 
sollAllaahu "alaiyhi wa sallam went to as a 
means of following him in order to seek 
blessings from it. Moreover, they did not 
take the places that he sollAllaahu “alaiyhi 
wa sallam, passed by as places of prayer 
or du'aa, Actually, “Umar may Allaah be 
pleased with him, ordered the cutting 
down of the tree that people thought that 
the prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, 
took the oath of allegiance from the 
sahaabahs under, He “Umar, may Allaah 
be pleased with him, prohibited people 
from specifying places for prayers that 
the prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, 
prayed in without intending it 
specifically or mentioning any specific 
virtue for such a place. 


of IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES CONTINUED ke 


The fourth principle: whatever was narrated that showed that Ibn Umar 
strove to go to the places where the Prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, 
went to was to follow the prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, and not to 
seek barakah from these places. The proof for that is that he did not do in 
those places except what the Prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, did in 
them. So, for example, the place in which the prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa 
sallam, urinated, he only urinated there and did not touch the dirt for 
barakah or make du'aa, or prayed, or did any other worship there. This 
shows that he only did it seeking the barakah of following the prophet 
sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, and not seeking barakah from the place. 


The fifth principle: is that the barakah that is allowed has a specific way to 
be sought in the sharee'ah. So the barakah of eemaan (belief) and taqwaa 
(piety) are earned through believing in all that was brought to us from the 
messenger of Allaah, sollAllaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam like the sahabah believed, 


may Allaah be pleased with them. Allaah, the Most High said: So if they 
believe in the same as you believe in, then they have been [rightly] 


guided... (2:137) - And taqwaa (piety) is earned by fulfilling the commands 
and avoiding the prohibitions. 

The barakah (blessings) of the Quraan is earned through reading it slowly, 
pondering upon it, learning it and acting upon it. 

The barakah of remembering Allaah is earned by doing the prescribed dhikr, 
in the same way and with the same amount that the prophet sollAllaahu 
`alaiyhi wa sallam, did, without inventing new ways 

The barakah of food and drink, like dates, black seed and honey is gained by 
eating it and using it as medicine along with the prescribed ruqyah (reciting 
Quraan to cure sorcery, etc.). 

The barakah of places is gained by seeking ones provision in them, planting 
in them and doing whatever is prescribed to be done in them. 

The barakah of Makkah, Madinah and Ash Shaam is earned by living in 
them and worshipping in them in the specific ways that worship were 
prescribed for them. 

The barakah (blessings) of masjids is gained by building them, reading 
Quraan in them, praying in them and doing all the different acts of worship 
that were narrated to us from the prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, 
concerning them and not inventing any new acts of worship in them. 

The barakah of the Muslim is gained by accompanying them, sitting with 
them, marrying from them and seeking their advice in whatever they are 
specialists in. 

The barakah of the scholars is gained by seeking Islamic knowledge from 
them and seeking their fataawaa (Islamic ruling in any matter) 
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THE CONCEPT OF 
BARAKAH (BLESSINGS) 


IN THE QURAAN, SUNNAH AND FROM THE 
NARRATIONS OF THE SAHAABAH 


PERMITTED WAYS T THE PROHIBITED TABARRUK 
OF SEEKING BLESSINGS ; (WAYS OF SEEKING BLESSINGS) 


This is by seeking barakah from other than Allaah 


or seeking it through ways that are not legislated 
in the Sharee‘ah (Islaamic Law). 


Barakah is one of the greatest things that benefits the Muslim in his worldly life and in the hereafter because it brings about 
tranquility and happiness, and through it, curing and great rewards are achieved. The Prophet, sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa 
sallam, made clear those things that contains barakah, how to seek it and the means that lead to it. He, sollAllaahu “alaiyhi 
wa sallam, also warned with the sternest warning against the ways of those who deviated in seeking it correctly by 
resembling it to the actions of the polytheists. He, sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, said: By the one in whose Hand is my soul, 
you have said the like of what the Children of Israe "O Moses, make for us a god just as they have gods." He said, 
"Indeed, you are a people behaving ignorantly. (7:138) [Narrated by At-Tirmidhie who said it is good and authentic] 


Seeking barakah (blessings) is allowed if it fulfils the following conditions: 

1, There must be proof for it from the Quraan and Sunnah that confirms that barakah is found in that thing from which it is sought. 

2. The one seeking barakah must believe that the barakah and the thing that possesses the barakah are from Allaah, the Blessed and Most 
High. He, sollAllaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam, said: All barakah (blessings) is from Allaah [al-Bukharie] 

3. That the way used to seek the barakah is allowed in the Sharee’ah, otherwise the seeking of the barakah would be prohibited. 


de TABARRUK THAT IS PROHIBITED | i 
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ARE TWO TYPES: 


i This is by seeking blessings from 
: things that are not proven to have 
blessing believing that Allaah 
! placed barakah (blessings) in them. 
Ht can also be by seeking barakah 
¿from what is established to have 
barakah in it, but using ways that 
!are wrong and have no basis. This 
tis of two types: 

Í The first is seeking blessing with 
something that there is no proof to 
:establish that it contains barakah, 
¿like touching the clothes of those 
who are thought to be saints, or 
idrinking after they drank (from 
ithe same vessel), or kissing their 
į graves, touching it, taking its dirt 
to seek its barakah, or praying at 
¿ the grave and making du ‘aa at it. 
The second is seeking barakah 
! from something that is established 
to have barakah but in a way that 
goes against the sharee’ah, like 
touching the masjids and the 
stones in Makkah and Madinah 
for barakah. This is also done by 
praying and making du'aa at 
specific places that there is no 
proof to establish that it should be 
specified for extra worship like the 
i seven Masjids in Al Madinah or 
¿places that they claim that the 
3 i prophet sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa 
uy sat at. 


This is to believe that the person 
from whom blessing is sought is È 
the one who grants it to others by 
himself or that he grants it along 
with Allaah, whether he claims 
that he gives it by Allaah’s 
permission or not. (Another form 
of shirk) is to ask someone for 
something that no one is able to 
do except Allaah. 

When some people who newly 
accepted Islaam asked for a tree to 
seek barakah from, the prophet, 
sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam, sai 
By the one in whose Hand is my soul, 
you have said like what the Children 
of Israel said: "O Moses, make for 
us a god just as they have gods." 
He said, "Indeed, you are a people 
behaving ignorantly. (7:138) 
[Narrated by At-Tirmidhie who 
said it is good and authentic] 
Examples of this type of seeking 
blessing is like seeking cure, 
provision or children from 
someone or seeking it from trees, 
stones, buildings, columns, the 
doors of the Masjid Al-Haraam or 
the Prophet's masjid or seeking it 
from the cave of Hira or the Thawr 
cave or the column in “Arafiah 


BARAKAH THAT IS MENTIONED IN THE Qu JRAAN 
AND AUTHENTIC SUNNAH ARE TWO TYPES : 


INTANGIBLE 


i 


a) The barakah (blessings) of taqwaa (righteousness): And 
if only the people of the cities had believed and feared (i.e. 
have Taqwaa) for Allaah, We would have opened upon 
them blessings from the heaven and the earth... (7:96) 

b) The barakah of Quraan and haadeeth: from it is ruqyah 
(ie. reciting Quraan to cure sorcery, etc.) and seeking cures 
through it. He, the Most High said: And We send down of 
the Qur'an that which is healing and mercy for the 
believers... (17:82) 

c) The barakah that specifically relates to the prophets 
“alaiyhimus salaam, like seeking blessings from their saliva, 
hair, the water that they used for wudoo, or whatever had 
contact with them and then they took it off (like their 
clothes)... however, none of these things exist. 

d) The barakah (blessings) of certain food and drink, like 
Zamzam water, olives, milk, rain, the date palm, the suhoor 
meal (to begin one's fast), and black seed, etc. 

e) The barakah of some animals, like sheep and horses 

f) The barakah of certain places that possess barakah, e.g. 
Masjids, Ash-Sham, Makkah, al Madinah, and Yemen 

g) The barakah of (dhikr) remembering Allaah, He, the Most 
High said: 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever 
a Perpetual Forgiver. (10) He will send [rain from] the sky 
upon you in [continuing] showers (11) And give you 
Due in sulh pl children and provide for you 
h 1012- 


a) The barakah of Islaam is tranquility, happiness ! 
and comfort: So whoever Allah wants to guide - He : 
expands his breast to [contain] Islam... (6:125) 

b) The barakah of following the messenger 
lAllaahu `alaiyhi wa sallam. Allaah, the Most High, 
aid: He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed 
Allah... (4:80) and Allaah's statement: And if you 
obey him, you will be [rightly] guided. (An-Noor 
54) - So by following him sollAllaahu `alaiyhi wa 
sallam one obeys Allaah and is guided. 

) The barakah of good actions. Aboo Hurairah, 
may Allaah be pleased with him, narrated that the 
prophet sollAllaahu `alaiyhi wa sallam, said: 
Whomever stands for (the night prayer in) Ramadaan 
out of faith and seeking its reward his sins would be 
forgiven. [al-Bukhaarie] 

d) The barakah (blessings) of the Quraan: And this 
Qur'an] is a Book We have revealed [which is] 
blessed, so follow it and fear Allaah that you may 
ceive mercy. [6: 155] 

e) The barakah (blessings) of remembrance of 
Allaah. „Unquestionably, by the remembrance of 
Allah hearts become tranquil." [13:28] 

f) (The barakah) of Hajj, ‘Umrah, fasting, 
aT, the) needs of the Muslims, maintaining £ 
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B) TABARRUK THAT IS 
«A _BID'AH (INNOVATION) 
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j = a poet nen = =. E b Do not swear, except by Allaah GAE] 
+ adversity, thereis no remover ofit except Him. ı 
A [ALAn'aam: 17) F 


{The Messenger of Alla By 
“alaiyhi wa sallam said: Whoever wears 
an amulet has committed shirk. 
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[Authenticated by Al-Albaani i 


Oh my Lord! 


TheProphetsollAllaahu alaiyhiwasallam said 


(Yaa Rabb) 
| | AlUkhlaas, Al-Falaq, 
\ Q } An-Naas Whoeverswears 
ae ó lethim swear by Allaah, or be quiet 
Pert 
X, [Al-Bukhaarecand Muslim] 


Respected Muslim: 


After knowing the two ways - the path to 
Paradise and the path to Hell- we ask 
Allaah to make you and all your loved ones 
traverse the Path to paradise and distance 
you (all) from Hell. The Messenger of Allah, 
sollAllaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said: He who 
dies associating anyone in worship with 


Do not go to the Soothsayer 
or fortuneteller 


The Messenger of Allah solAllahulayhi wa ` 
1 sallam said: Whoever goes to a soothsayer 

1 and ask him anything, his prayers for 

N forty nights will not be ed. 
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All art ls ally tall paN sa 


Allah would enter the (Fire of) Hell and he who 
dies without associating anything in worship 
with Allah would enter Paradise, 


[Muslim] 
(Organization for the promotion of virtue and ) 
{prevention of vice, Department of enlightenment 
i and gifts, (Education Committee) i 
\ TEL: 9922 573012) 


Do nol make vows 
except for Allaah 


The Messenger of Allaah soll 
Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said: 
Whoever vows to obey Allaah, 
let him obey Him; and whoever 
vows to disobey Allaah, let him 
not disobey Him. 


Do not sacrifice 
except for Allaah 


Bismillaah 


‘Tomb of Saint oh Akbar 


The Messenger of Allaah 
sollAllaahu "alaiyhi wa sallam said: 


Allaah has cursed he who 
slaughters for other than 
Allaah 


The Messenger of Allaah 
sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam said: 


Allaah cursed the Jews and 
Christians because they took 
the graves of their prophets 
as ie of worship 
Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim 
The K'abah 
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Tomb of Saint 
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PRAYING 


In a Masjid with a Grave 


iso you must not take the graves 
las a place of worship; 


THAVE FORBIDDEN YOU TO DO THAT 


[Tomb of Saint 
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The Prophet sollAllaahu ‘alaiyhi 
wasallam said:Do not set out on 
ajourney except for three Mosques 
1. Al-Masjid-Al-Haram 
2. The Mosque of 


zu Allah's Messenger 


3.TheMasjid Al-Aqsa, 


> — > Tomb of Saint 1 
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Y Tomb of Saint "The Kabah” 
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Dad, where is Allaah? Dad, where is Allaah? 


Allaah Allaah 


P is above 
is everywhere 


the heavens 


/ Allaah the Most High said: 4 
1 And indeed the masjids are for Allaah, ı _ 
| sodonotinvokewith Allahanyone. — | 
q ! 


/ The Messenger of Allaah y 
y sollAllaahu “alaiyhi wa sallam said: | 
17 Whoever dies worshipping other than | 
} | Allaah (as a rival) would enterhell | 


IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES (to understand Tawassul) 


First Principle: It is imperative to understand the texts of Quraan and sunnah as 
was understood by the Sahabas, may Allaah be pleased with them, since they 
witnessed the revelation of the Quraan, they knew the reason for the revelation (of 
the aayaat) and they understood the aims and intent of the Prophet sol/Allaahu 
“alaiyhi wa sallam. Included in this is to understand from them what is the correct 
way of using the righteous as a means for ‘At-Tawassul’. Anas reported that while 
the Prophet (38%) was sdelivering the Khutba on a Friday, a man stood up and said, 
"O, Allah's Apostle! The livestock and the sheep are dying, so pray to Allah for rain." 
So he (the Prophet) raised both his hands and invoked Allah (for it). [Al-Bukhaarie] 
So, during the lifetime of the Prophet (4%), they used to make tawassul with his 
du'aa. However, after his death they never made tawassul through him like they did 
when he was alive, rather they made tawassul through those righteous ones who 
were alive. 

And Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him, relates that whenever there was a 
drought ‘Umar bin Khataab would seek rain through the du'aa of Al-'Abbaas ibn 
Abdul Mutallib and he would say: O Allaah, we used to do tawassul through our 
Prophet and You would send rain and now we are doing it through the uncle of our 
Prophet, so give us rain. So they would be given rain. 

That is, they would ask Al-'Abbaas to make du a for them (for rain) as they used to 
ask the Prophet (i+), to make du'aa for them (for rain). So, if doing tawassul 
through the righteous who were dead was permissible, the Sahabas, may Allaah be 
pleased with them, would not have gone to Al-'Abbaas and left the Prophet (4). 


Second principle: In order to arrive at the correct ruling on any issue, it is 
imperative to consider all the evidences relating to that issue. However, the 
people of deviation use some evidences and leaves others. This is following what is 
Unspecific, which has been prohibited by Allaah. He, the Most High said: It is He 
who has sent down to you, [0 Muhammad], the Book; in it are verses [that are] 
precise - they are the foundation of the Book - and others unspecific. As for those 
in whose hearts is deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is 
unspecific, seeking discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable to them]... 
[Aali "Imraan 7] 

Third Principle: All the proofs used by those who oppose the correct position 
relative to the issue of tawassul are either: 

a) Sound but not valid evidence like the statement of Allaah, the Most High: 
O you who have believed, fear Allah and seek the means [of nearness] to Him and 
strive in His cause that you may succeed. [Al-Maaidah 35). This is a clear cut and 
sound proof, however, it is not valid to be used as proof to establish the prohibited 
forms of Tawassul, as is done by the deviants, rather, it is evidence for the 
prescribed Tawassul like using one's good deeds as the sahabas, may Allaah be 
pleased with them explained, From them is Ibn “Abbaas, may Allaah be pleased 
with them, who explained it to be a means of getting close to Allaah, while his 
student, Qatadah, explained it to mean getting closer to Allaah, the Most High 
through obedience and righteous actions. 

b) Or it is explicit but not sound evidence like the Hadeeth used by the deviants 
to establish the permissibility of doing tawassul by the right or status of the prophet 
($2), which is: whoever leaves his house for prayer and says: O Allaah, | ask you 
through the rights of those who ask upon You, and I ask you through the rights of 
my walking... (This hadeeth should not be attributed to the Prophet (44), as it was 
declared to be weak by an-Nawawee and al-Haythamee). 


Ways Prescribed by the 
Sharee'ah (for Tawassul) 


First: Doing Tawassul by using the Names and Attributes of Allaah like saying: O Allaah, You are 
the all-Hearing, who hears everything. O Allaah! You are the one who controls and takes care of 
the affairs of this universe, and O Allaah You have the Most Beautiful Names and Most Lofty 
attributes. | ask You by every Name of Yours that you have named yourself with, etc. 

Its proof is the statement of Allaah, the Most High: To Allaah belongs the Most beautiful Names, 
so invoke Him by them... [AI-A'araaf :180] 

From the etiquette of this method (of tawassul) is using the suitable Name for the specific 
condition one experiences like the one who wants provision should say: O Provider, provide me 
(with so and so), and the one who needs to be cure, says: O Curer, cure me, and the like. 


Second: Doing Tawassul by mentioning one's righteous deeds. 
lts proof is found in Al-Bukhaaree in the story of the three who were stuck in the cave whose 
entrance was blocked by a rock. So, one of them did tawasul by mentioning his dutifulness and 
kindness to his parents, the second by mentioning his leaving off of adultery and the third by 
mentioning his trustworthiness and his nurturing the wealth of his worker. So Allaah saved them 
due to that (i.e. their du ao with these righteous deeds). 


Third: Doing tawassul to Allaah through the supplication of living, righteous people. Allaah the 
Most High said: They (Yusuf's brothers) said: "O our father, ask for us forgiveness of our sins; 
Indeed, we have been sinners." [Yusuf 12:97] L.e. (O our father), invoke Allaah to forgive our sins. 
And Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him, relates that whenever there was a drought ‘Umar bin 
Khataab would seek rain through the du'aa of Al- Abbas ibn Abdul Mutailib, and say: "O Allaah! 
We used to do tawassul through our Prophet, and you would send rain and now we are doing it 
through the uncle of our Prophet, so give us rain, So they would be given rain". [Al-Bukhaaree} 


Fourth: Tawasul through one's humility and submissiveness. Allaah, the Most High, said: So he 
invoked his Lord, "Indeed, | am overpowered, so help (me).” [Al Qamr 10] 

Allaah, the Most High, said: And [mention] Job, when he called to his Lord, “Indeed, adversity has 
touched me, and you are the Most Merciful of the merciful." [Al-Anbiyaa 83] 


Fifth: Tawassul by acknowledging one's sins, his poverty and need of Allaah, Allaah, the Most 
forgave him. Indeed, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. (Qasas 16] 

Allaah, the Most High, also said: (Moosaa) said, "My Lord, Truly I am in need of whatever good 
You would send down to me.” [Qasas 24] 


Sixth: Tawassul by acknowledging the bounties of Allaah. The Messenger of Allaah, (+). said: 
The Syed Al Istiafaar (the master Invocation for forgiveness is: 'O Allah, You are my Lord, there is 
none worthy of worship but You. You created me and I am your slave, and tam upon Your covenant 
and pledge as far as! am able, seek refuge in You from the evil of what | have done. | admit to You 
Your blessings upon me, and 1 admit to my misdeeds. So, forgive me, for there is none who forgive 
sins but You. 

The evidence Ts: "-T admit to You Your blessings upon me...” 


Seventh: Tawassul with tawheed 
Allaah, the Most High sald: And he (Yunus) called out within the darknesses, “There is no deity 
except You; exalted are You. Indeed, | have been of the wrongdoers.” [Al-anbiyaa: 87] 


The Correct Belief 
concerning At-Tawassul 


anything that one 
mentions in his du' aa that he hopes 
is going to be a reason for it to be 
answered. 


NA 


Prohibited forms of Tawassul 


ways not found in the Sharee‘ah 


Tawassul 
that is shirk 


Examples of it: To go to the grave of a 
Prophet or wall (saint) or other than 
them and say: O my master, so and so, 
help me! Or cure me! Or remove my 
grief! Or settle my need! Or destroy my 
enemy! 

Or he does tawassul by sacrificing for 
him, or making tawof around him, or 
the like 

This is exactly what the idol worshi 
pers from the Arabs did. They used to 
invoke their gods and used many differ- 
ent types of worship to get close to 
them saying that we only worship 
them to bring us closer to Allaah, and 
they say these are our intercessors 
with Allaah, So they never believed 
that the idols they worship created (an- 
ything), or provided for them or admin- 
istrated (the creation). Rather, they 
worshipped them so that they would 
intercede to Allaah for them. This is 
Major shirk. And Alloah's protection is 
sought! Allach, the Most High said: 
And those who take protectors be- 
sides Him [say], "We only worship 
them that they may bring us nearer to 
Allah in position.” indeed, Allah will 
judge between them concerning that 
‘over which they differ. Indeed, Allah 
does not guide he who is a liar and 
[confirmed] disbeliever. [Az-Zumr 3] 


Tawassul that is 
bid ah (i.e. innovation). 


It is to worship Allaah through 
a means that never used by 
the Propet (3%) nor his noble 
compaions, may Allaah be 
pleased with them. (The 
Messenger of Allaah ( 
said: Whoever introduces into 
this affair of ours, that which 
is not from it, will have it 
rejected.[Al-Bukhaaree] 

The meaning of ‘our affair’ is 
what we came with of legislation 
or worship, Examples of it are: 

A person goes to the grave and 
ask Allaah alone, but he believes 
that the du'aa stands a better 
chance to be answered if it was 
made at (the grave) of a saint 
(wail); or (another way is) that he 
selects a place or spot for wor- 
ship of Allaah not specified by 
the sharee ah. 

(Other examples are): aski 

the right of the Prophet Nas 
the right of the saint (wali), their 
status, blessedness, sacredness, 
or asking by the right of his grave 
or dome, or the right of those 
who supplicate and the believers, 
or the like 
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